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The  4th  Baltic  University  Programme  Rectors’  
Conference was organized 22-24 October
2014 in Visby, Uppsala University Campus
Gotland. The aim of the conference was to further elaborate the goals and strategies for the
network cooperation, and to plan for future
activities, in support for sustainable universities with excellent education, research and research education. On the 22nd of October 90 participants, university
rectors or their representatives, from universities in 13 countries,
gathered to two days of intensive work, and at the same time enjoying the charming environment of the city of Visby.
In her welcoming speech prof Eva Åkesson,
Vice Chancellor of Uppsala university, underlined  that  “first,  it  is  vital  that  we  provide  op-
portunities  for  today’s  students  and  that  we  
prepare them for a life of international cooperation and friendship. Secondly, our universities
play an important role in the development of
our countries. This is so, not only because we
equip young generations with skills and understanding, but also because we develop new
knowledge  for  new  circumstances”.  And  she  
continued  “Uppsala  University  is  proud  to  have  initiated  and  main-
tained this activity for 23 years. But a programme does not only consist of cultural and intellectual content. It also has value content.
One of the values is the will to live in just, peaceful and wellgoverned societies. Development of democracy and international cooperation  should  be  high  on  our  agenda”.
These words are much in line with the greetings sent to the conference by prof Ludmila Verbitskaya, president of State University of St.
Petersburg. Prof Verbitskaya has a long experience in international
cooperation among institutions of higher education, also in the Baltic
Sea Region. One example is the Conference of
Baltic University Rectors, CBUR. You can find
her letter to the conference in this issue of the
BUP Newsletter (see page 4).
In  the  panel  discussion  “Cooperation  in  the  
Baltic  Sea  Region”,  Vice  Minister  Rimantas  
Vaitkus, Lithuania, emphasized the importance
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sion on difficult themes. Prof Mykhailo Zgurovskyi, rector of National Technical University of
Ukraine, presented a new foresight project for Ukraine, coordinated by his university. And he
invited BUP universities to cooperate in this project which will start this autumn.
Many important issues were brought up during the panel discussions and the working groups.
There were for example the initiative of having a yearly research conference on sustainable
development, to organise seminars for university staff on corporate social responsibility, to
secure the quality of BUP materials and activities, to invite also companies to the next Rectors conference.
Paula Lindroos, Director
Baltic University Programme

Paula Lindroos interviewed by the radio station SR P4 Gotland

Ireneusz Zbicinski, Lodz University of Technology

Lecture Hall E22, Campus Gotland.

Kristine Abolina, University of Latvia.

Neil Powell, Carl G. Lindberg, Roland Roberts, Eva Friman and
Moira von Wright.

Walter Leal, Hamburg University of Applied Sciences.

Upcoming Events
November
26—30
2nd  BUP  PhD  Students’  Training,  Rogów,  Poland.
December
12—14
2nd Baltic Conference on ESD
19
BUP International Board Meeting, Uppsala, Sweden
2015
April
BUP Students Conference
June
SAIL for Teachers
August
SAIL for Students
Note: The dates for the events may change.
For further and latest information on the upcoming events please see the BUP Calendar and
List of Events.
Programmes, presentations and other materials from earlier BUP events are possible to
download from the Presentations section of the web site.
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Letter to the 4th Baltic University Rectors Conference
on the 23-24th of October 2014

Dear colleagues and friends!
It has been quite a few years since universities of the Baltic region formed an association
aimed at creating programmes of joint research and education. These have been very fruitful
years, for all of us, however I am sure that universities of post-Soviet states gained most.
Researchers, students and professors of Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Byelorussia and
Ukraine had never worked so closely together and so effectively before. The cooperation
spans countries which are in the Baltic Sea drainage basin. The very geographic position of
our countries calls for joint efforts, and there is no other choice but cooperate and collaborate. The Baltic University Programme proves it.
From the very beginning of the Programme we concentrated mostly on environmental and
sustainable development themes, and we have established an excellent framework for academic cooperation. The aim of the Programme is to support the key role that universities play
in a democratic, peaceful and sustainable development of the region. We have succeeded in
building an effective university network to realize numerous research and educational projects. There emerged splendid personal links which allowed the Programme grow and gain
force.
It is hard to overestimate the importance of internalization of university education. International cooperation and international experiences in young years are crucial for understanding
that knowledge, culture and development are primary aims of mankind. International cooperation and students exchange give our young generation the experience and knowledge, which
cannot be received otherwise. This knowledge in future will contribute to building a prosperous and peaceful world.
This is why I am convinced that whatever circumstances today seem to be in the way of further glorious development of our cooperation, they will only be temporary severities. There is
no way of eliminating the spirit of good cooperation and the knowledge produced in mutual
efforts. I am sure that what we have created together during the last 25 years will grow and
expand.

Professor Lyudmila A. Verbitskaya,
President of the Russian Academy of Education, Former Rector and presently President of
Saint Petersburg State University.
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Baltic University PhD Award
The Baltic University Programme award is a distinction given for the Author of the best PhD
work defended at Universities from the Baltic University network during the previous calendar
year. The award is given in a form of diploma, statue, and a sum of 500 Euro. This year there
were 23 applications and three were selected to share this years award. They are Elena
Privalova from Åbo Akademi University, Kira Morachevskaya from St Petersburg State University and Robert Popek from Warsaw University of Life Sciences. In addition Loreta Tauginiené
from Mykolas Romeris University International Business School at Vilnius University whose
theses Social Responsibility in the Management of University Research Performance was mentioned with esteem.

Towards novel biogas upgrading processes
Elena I. Privalova, Åbo Akademi University

In this thesis, a fair comparison of the performance of different solvents has been performed in terms of their CO2 capturing capacity and their applicability and efficiency in
biogas upgrading.
Besides frequently used for CO2 capture aqueous amine solutions and their mixtures
the  focus  of  the  present  study  embraced  traditional  ionic  liquids,  ‘switchable’  ionic  liq-
uids and poly(ionic liquid)s. The CO2 capturing efficiency for the most promising solvents achieved values around 50 - 60 L CO2/ L absorbent. These values are superior to
currently widely applied water wash biogas upgrading system.
Moreover, regeneration of the solvent mixtures and viscosity issue, typical for ionic liquids upon CO2 saturation, were addressed.
The occurrence of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) before and after biogas upgrading was
studied for biogas produced through anaerobic digestion of waste waters sludge. The ionic
liquid [C4mim][OAc] demonstrated its feasibility as a promising scrubbing media and exhibited high efficiency in terms of the removal of VOCs. Upon application of this ionic liquid, the
amount of identified VOCs was diminished by around 65 wt %, while the samples treated with
the aqueous mixture of 15 wt % N-methyldiethanolamine with addition of 5 wt % piperazine
resulted in 32 wt % reduction in the amounts of volatile organic compounds only.

Frontier and peripherality as factors of development of border regions with
Belarus in Russia
Kira Morachevskaya, St. Petersburg State University

Many populations that reside in border regions experience social benefits associated
with the opportunities to buy goods, to study, to work in the neighboring country. However, many districts of the Russian borderland with Belarus decrease in population and
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economy. The aim of our research was to identify and evaluate the role of frontier position
and peripherally in the socio-economic development of border regions with Belarus in Russia.
It was found out that the frequency of cross-border relations in the Russian-Belarusian border
area does not depend on the proximity to the border directly, but on the level of peripherality. At the micro-level the intensity of cross-border contacts is also not correlated with the location (distance from the border). The typology of municipal districts of Pskov, Smolensk and
Bryansk regions held by the combined effect of two factors – frontier and peripherality – was
evaluated in the research. 8 types of municipal districts justify a differentiated approach for
the development of regional policies, contributing to overcome the negative effects of peripherality and achieve sustainable development.

Estimation of the ability of selected tree and shrub species to phytoremediate particulate matter in urban areas.
Robert Popek, Warsaw University of Life Sciences

An important and dangerous inhaled pollutant of air quality is particular matter – PM. If
pollutants has been emitted to the atmosphere the only possible method to clean the air
is via environmental biotechnology – phytoremediation. It involves growing plants on
the surface of which PM are deposited where plants can act as biological filters.
52 plant species were tested for their phytoremediation qualities in collecting PM on the
leaves. The species Betula pendula and Syringa meyeri ‘Palibin’  accumulated  the  highest  
amount of PM. It was also shown, that Tilia cordata trees growing along the busy road
accumulate more PM than in the park.
Increased accumulation of PM on leaves resulted in reduction of efficiency of photosynthetic apparatus manifested by lowered intensity of photosynthesis and parameters of chlorophyll a fluorescence also transpiration rate was reduced.

The Prize winners Robert Popek, Elena Privalova, Kira
Morachevskaya and BUP
Director Paula Lindroos at the
Award ceremony.
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Teacher of the Year:
Artur Magnuszewski
At  a  ceremony  during  the  rectors’  conference  Artur  Magnuszewski  from  Warsaw  
University was given the award BUP Teacher of the Year. The motivation text
reads as follows:
Artur Magnuszewski has for many years been an active teacher of BUP courses,
which take place in very different learning environments. In the normal classroom
as well as in the virtual. On and off shore. He has always kept his curiosity towards the new, and an interest to develop as an academic teacher. We have observed these aspects both when he coordinated the course Sustainability Applied
in International Learning (SAIL) and the team of teachers on board the STS Fryderyk Chopin, and again when he took over as teacher of the e-learning course
Sustainable  Water  Management.  Artur  Magnuszewski’s  contribution  to  the  Baltic  
University Programme is highly appreciated among colleagues and the network.

Artur Magnuszewski,
University of Warsaw

Post Conference Materials
Programme, presentations, conference booklet with participant list and other materials from
the  Rectors’  Conference  is  possible  to  download  in  the  pdf-format from the Conference web
site at address: http://www.bup.fi/rectorsmeeting14/.
The Conference web site will however close relatively soon. Instead the materials is already
also available at the BUP web site under the heading Conference Materials.
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BUP News

Assessing the Status of Sustainable Development in the
Baltic Sea Region: A Macro Regional Perspective
by Sam Grönholm and Olga Zuin

On October 1st 2014 we joined the BUP secretariat me as project coordinator and
Olga Zuin as project assistant. Our role at the BUP Secretariat is to write and produce  a  report  on  ‘Assessing the status of sustainable development in the Baltic
Sea Region: a macro-regional  perspective’. The report is commissioned by the
Baltic 21 Unit of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) Secretariat.
The aim of the report is to provide policy actors and other interested stakeholders
a macro-regional portray of the state of play of sustainable development in the
Baltic Sea Region. The report will assess sustainable development based on the
priority  areas  listed  in  the  CBSS  Baltic  21  Unit’s  Sustainable  Development  Strate-
gy.
The report is to be delivered to the CBSS Baltic 21 Unit by the end of April 2015.
For more information, please contact us: Sam Grönholm
(sam.gronholm@csduppsala.uu.se) or Olga Zuin (olga.zuin@csduppsala.uu.se)

Olga Zuin

SAIL for Students 2015
The BUP course SAIL for Students is organised as an international summer course at Uppsala
University.  The  deadline  for  application  for  next  year’s  summer  courses  is  March  15.  More  in-
formation on the application procedure will be published on the BUP web site in due time.

BUP Online Publications
Most of the publications of the Baltic University Programme are available online and
possible to download for free. They are all in the pdf-format. You will find them in
the BUP Online Publications section of the BUP web site. Currently the most popular
files to download are Chapter 18: Industrial Wastewater Characteristics and Chapter 19: Industrial Wastewater Treatment from the book Water Use and Management. Both documents have been downloaded more than 35.000 times.
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Short News

BUP Annual Report 2013
In addition to course statistics and financial information the BUP Annual Report
2013 contains a number of stories from BUP activities. Feel free to download your
own copy of the report.

Education for Sustainability
A BUP Teachers Training Conference on Education for Sustainability was held in
Rogów, Poland the 27—30 October. The programme, a list of participants and the
presentations from the meeting are now possible to download from the Finnish
BUP web site under the heading Post Conference Materials. Here you will also find
materials from other BUP events organised by the Finnish BUP National Centre.

Uzwater 3rd Coordination Meeting
A 3rd Coordination Meeting for the Uzwater project will take place in Uppsala 1—5 December
2014. The meeting under the leadership of Linas Kliucininkas and Lars Rydén will discuss the
actions of the project during its final year with the Uzbek counterparts.
For further information please see the Uzwater project web site.

ICSU-SAUNET Workshop
The International Council for Science-Regional Office for Africa (ICSU-ROA) and the Sustainable Africa University Network (SAUNET) at Uppsala University held a workshop in collaboration with BUP in Uppsala the 31 October 2014. A number of presentation from this event are
possible to download from the BUP web site.

Alan Atkisson in Russian
Alan Atkisson's books Believing Cassandra: An Optimist Looks at a Pessimist's
World and The ISIS Agreement: How Sustainability Can Improve Organizational
Performance and Transform the World are now translated to Russian.
For further information please see this web site (in Russian).
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